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Despatch of final dividend warrants and (on or about) BRAFEES 200964 A 16 H

share certificates (scrip dividend and bonus issue)  17th April, 2009 FERPREBERBRE UABRKERARR) (HK)20096F4817H
FINAL DIVIDEND AND BONUS ISSUE OF SHARES REIPR B 2 R EXAT BR

The Board recommended the payment of a final dividend of HK$0.02
per share for 2008 and a bonus issue of one for every 10 shares held to
shareholders. Subject to shareholders’ approval, the final dividend will
be payable in cash with a scrip option under the Scrip Dividend Scheme
and the bonus shares will be issued to the shareholders whose names
appear on the Register of Members as at Monday, 23rd March, 2009. The
Scrip Dividend Scheme and Bonus Issue are conditional upon the Listing
Committee of The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited granting the
listing of and permission to deal in the New Shares and the Bonus Shares.

The Listing Document containing details of the Scrip Dividend Scheme and
the Bonus Issue and the Form of Election for the Scrip Dividend Scheme
will be sent to shareholders on or about Monday, 23rd March, 2009.
Shareholders who elect for the scrip dividend in lieu of cash dividend, in
whole or in part, shall return the Form of Election to the Bank’s Registrars
on or before 4:00 p.m. Wednesday, 8th April, 2009.

The dividend warrants and the share certificates for the scrip dividend
and the share certificates for the Bonus Issue will be despatched to
shareholders on or about Friday, 17th April, 2009.

CLOSURE OF REGISTER OF MEMBERS

The Register of Members of the Bank will be closed from Friday, 20th
March, 2009 to Monday, 23rd March, 2009, both days inclusive, for the
purpose of determining shareholders who qualify for the final dividend
and the Bonus Issue. In order to qualify for the final dividend and the
Bonus Issue, all transfer documents should be lodged for registration with
the Bank'’s Registrars by 4:00 p.m. Thursday, 19th March, 2009.

The Register of Members of the Bank will also be closed from Wednesday,
15th April, 2009 to Thursday, 16th April, 2009, both days inclusive, for the
purpose of determining shareholders who are entitled to attend and vote
at the 2009 Annual General Meeting. In order to qualify for attending and
voting at the 2009 Annual General Meeting, all transfer documents should be
lodged with the Bank’s Registrars by 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, 14th April, 2009.

SHARE LISTING

The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited

SHARE REGISTRARS
Tricor Standard Limited
Telephone: (852) 2980 1768
Facsimile: (852) 2861 1465

ADR DEPOSITARY BANK
The Bank of New York Mellon
Telephone: 1 201 680 6825

Toll free: 1-888-BNY-ADRS

E-mail: shrrelations@bnymellon.com

REGISTERED OFFICE

10 Des Voeux Road Central, Hong Kong
Telephone: (852) 3608 3608

Facsimile: (852) 3608 6000

Website: www.hkbea.com

E-mail: info@hkbea.com
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This Document in both English and Chinese is now available in printed form and on the website of the Bank at http://www.hkbea.com.

Shareholders are encouraged to rely on the website version to help reduce the quantity of printed copies of Corporate Communications and hence the
impact on the environment. In this connection, Shareholders are requested to send a notice in writing to the Bank’s Registrars, Tricor Standard Limited, at
26th Floor, Tesbury Centre, 28 Queen’s Road East, Hong Kong or by fax to (852) 2861 1465.
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