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VOLUNTARY ANNOUNCEMENT 
RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

INITIATION OF CLINICAL STUDY OF CARTEYVA®

IN FIRST-LINE TREATMENT IN PATIENTS WITH HIGH-RISK 
LARGE B-CELL LYMPHOMA

JW (Cayman) Therapeutics Co. Ltd (the “Company” or “JW Therapeutics”, together 
with its subsidiaries, the “Group”), an independent and innovative biotechnology company 
focused on developing, manufacturing and commercializing cell immunotherapy products, 
announced the initiation of clinical study of Carteyva® (relmacabtagene autoleucel injection) 
for first-line treatment in patients with high-risk large B-cell lymphoma and the first patient 
infusion.

High-risk large B-cell lymphoma includes large B-cell lymphoma with International 
Prognostic Index (“IPI”) score ≥3, and high-grade B-cell lymphoma (“HGBL”) with MYC 
and BCL2 and/or BCL6 translocations (double-/triple-hit lymphomas or “DHL/THL”). 
Patients with high-risk large B-cell lymphoma (IPI≥3) have a low response to standard first-
line chemotherapy, with complete response rate (“CRR”) 47.3%, 3-year overall survival 
(OS) rate 58.9% and progression-free survival (PFS) rate 40.7%. HGBL patients with MYC 
and BCL2 and/or BCL6 translocations (DHL/THL) tend to have poor prognostic indicators 
(e.g. bone marrow involvement, central nervous system (CNS) involvement, and elevated 
lactate dehydrogenase) and no recommended standard first-line therapies, with poor efficacy 
(CRR 59.6%) to traditional standard first-line R-CHOP chemotherapy. CRR of these 
patients remains <60% when treated with DA-EPOCH-R therapy and there is no significant 
survival benefit with the more aggressive induction regimen compared with standard 
R-CHOP. Therefore, there are substantial unmet clinical needs in the first-line treatment of 
high-risk large B-cell lymphoma patients, and new treatment options are urgently needed.



– 2 –

In its pivotal clinical study (RELIANCE study), Carteyva® has demonstrated manageable 
safety profiles and high efficacy in patients with relapsed/refractory large B-cell lymphoma 
who have received at least two lines of therapies. The encouraging results have inspired 
CAR-T therapy destined for earlier lines of therapies in high-risk large B-cell lymphoma.

The study is an open-label, single-arm, multicenter, and investigator-initiated trial (IIT) in 
China, aiming to evaluate the efficacy and safety of Carteyva® as first-line therapy in adult 
subjects with high-risk large B-cell lymphoma.

About Relmacabtagene Autoleucel Injection (trade name: Carteyva®)

Relmacabtagene autoleucel injection (“relma-cel”, trade name: Carteyva®) is an autologous 
anti-CD19 CAR-T cell immunotherapy product independently developed by JW 
Therapeutics based on a CAR-T cell process platform of Juno Therapeutics (a Bristol Myers 
Squibb company). Being the first product of JW Therapeutics, relma-cel has been approved 
by the China National Medical Products Administration for two indications, including 
the treatment of adult patients with relapsed or refractory large B-cell lymphoma after 
two or more lines of systemic therapy, and the treatment of adult patients with follicular 
lymphoma that is refractory or that relapses within 24 months of second-line or above 
systemic treatment (r/r FL), making it the first CAR-T product approved as a Category 1 
biologics product in China. Currently, it is the only CAR-T product in China that has been 
simultaneously included in the National Significant New Drug Development Program, 
priority review and breakthrough therapy designations.

About JW Therapeutics

JW Therapeutics (Stock Code: 2126) is an independent and innovative biotechnology 
company focusing on developing, manufacturing and commercializing cell immunotherapy 
products, and is committed to becoming an innovation leader in cell immunotherapy. 
Founded in 2016, JW Therapeutics has built a world-class platform for product development 
in cell immunotherapy, as well as a product pipeline covering hematologic malignancies, 
solid tumors and autoimmune diseases. JW Therapeutics is committed to bringing 
breakthrough and quality cell immunotherapy products and the hope of a cure to patients in 
China and worldwide, and leading the healthy and standardized development of China’s cell 
immunotherapy industry. For more information, please visit www.jwtherapeutics.com.
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Cautionary Statement required by Rule 18A.05 of the Rules Governing the Listing 
of Securities of The Stock Exchange of Hong Kong Limited: JW Therapeutics cannot 
guarantee that it will be able to develop, or ultimately market relma-cel successfully. 
Shareholders and potential investors of JW Therapeutics are advised to exercise due care 
when dealing in the shares of JW Therapeutics.
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